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RICHARD J. DURLING, A dictionary of medical terms in Galen, Studies in Ancient Medicine,
Leiden, E. J. Brill, 1993, pp. xiii, 344, Gld. 200.00, $1 14.50 (90-04-09754-6).
Galenic scholars have long toiled under the lack of basic research tools. Reliable editions are
slowly being produced, and some important studies have appeared recently; however, atpresent there
is no index, lexicon or concordance to Galen's works. It is not difficult to account for this. The
Galenic corpus is vast (larger than that of any other ancient author), his language is often difficult,
and the content of his treatises can at times try his most enthusiastic readers.
In view ofthese difficulties, Durling is to be congratulated all the more for addressing this urgent
need in Galenic studies and for his patient application to an often thankless task. The dictionary
covers, more or less evenly, the fields of physiology, anatomy, pathology, surgery, and pharmacy.
The largest section by faris pharmacy, which includes extensive plant nomenclature. Durling indexes
the most up-to-date editions ofGalen's genuine works, excluding those which have been rejected by
modem scholars. He offers little or no help on problems of etymology and morphology, and,
unfortunately, even less on the interpretation of difficult passages. For each term Durling gives a
fairly broad translation, then lists a number ofcitations ofvarying length, without grouping together
usages slightly different from the original gloss.
I checked 300 of the Greek words (10 per cent of the total) and found no definite mistakes. The
typography is remarkable for a work ofthis size and nature, and the volume is at once a pleasure to
read and easy to use. It is, I think, a pity that Durling did not curtail his exhaustive citations for words
like 'CyyEiov and oc,p.o, which present few difficulties, in favour of including more words
and providing authoritative guidance on difficult passages. The last word, however, must be one of
gratitude for a useful book.
FRANCESCO TREVISANI, Descartes in Germania: la ricezione del cartesianesimo nella Facolta
filosofica e medica di Duisburg (1652-1703), Filosofia e Scienza nel cinquecento e nel seicento,
Milan, FrancoAngeli, 1992.
The reception ofCartesian philosophy was by no means a linear development of ideas. Trevisani
claims that in medicine, as in other aspects of Descartes' thought, the Cartesians gave different
interpretations of the French philosopher's teaching. Trevisani's book investigates a neglected
chapterin the history ofCartesianism, i.e., the impact ofDescartes' medicine in Germany. The focus
of the book is the University of Duisburg, founded in 1655. The early years of the faculty were
markedby religious opposition to Cartesianism. The autonomy ofthe university was ensured in 1662
by Frederick William's Kirchenordnung, accordingly, Duisburg was the first German University to
make Cartesianism an integral part of medical and philosophical teaching. During the first decade
Johannes Clauberg dominated the scene: he read Descartes' Principia, which he saw as the
theoretical foundation of a new medicine. Trevisani points out that in the second half ofthe century
medical teaching became increasingly eclectic, as Cartesianism was contaminated by Sylvius'
iatrochemistry. Trevisani traces the vicissitudes ofCartesian medicine at Duisburg by investigating a
considerable number ofdissertations, throwing new light on university curricula. The book includes
the text offourDisputationes and a list ofDissertations and Disputations held at Duisburg. Although
somewhat prolix, this is a very informative book, which will stimulate further investigations in
seventeenth-century medical teaching.
A. R. MICHELL, History of the healing professions: parallels between veterinary and medical
history, The Advancement of Veterinary Science, The Bicentenary Symposium Series, vol. 3,
Wallingford, C.A.B. International, 1993, pp. xiii, 137, illus., £25.00, $55.50 (0-85198-762-1).
Based on contributions to the 1991 symposium that marked the bicentenary of the foundation of
the Royal Veterinary College, these essays are part of the attempt to bring the history of veterinary
science and practice into the fold ofmedical history. When have their histories converged and when
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have they followed separate paths? Curiously, however, some ofthe papers hardly seem to tackle the
subject of veterinary medicine at all, while only a few deal directly with the "parallels between
veterinary and medical history" promised by the title.
The most effective contributions are Roy Porter's provocative and wide-ranging 'Man, animals
and medicine at the founding of the Royal Veterinary College', C. W. Schwabe's 'Interactions
between human and veterinary medicine', and Lise Wilkinson's 'Zoonoses and the development of
concepts ofcontagion and infection'. David Allen's 'Herbs for herbivores' and Joan Lane's 'Farriers
in Georgian England' also contain interesting material.
ROBERT CAMPBELL GARRY, Life in physiology: memoirs ofGlasgow University's Institute of
physiology during the 1920s and 1930s, ed. David Smith, Glasgow, Wellcome Unit for the History
ofMedicine, Occasional Publication No. 3, 1992, pp. 183, illus., £7.50, available from the Wellcome
Unit, 5 University Gardens, University of Glasgow, GI12 8QQ.
In early 1993 the physiologist Robert Campbell Garry died,just a few months after the publication
of these edited memoirs. In this account Garry, born in 1900, recalls his medical education in
Glasgow University including what he describes as an unhappy period, aware that physiology as
offered at Glasgow was "one of the shabbiest courses in Britain". Despite this, he returned to the
Institute of Physiology after medical jobs at the Western Infirmary to work in physiological
chemistry under Edward Cathcart. Further training in physiological research during vacation visits
took him to work in Freiburg with Paul Trendelenburg, to University College London with Lovatt
Evans, and to Leeds, with B. A. MacSwiney and G. L. Brown. In 1933 he was appointed head of the
Department of Physiology at the Rowett Research Institute in Aberdeen, and two years later moved
to St Andrews to the Chair of Physiology at the University College of Dundee University, before
returning to Glasgow in 1947 as the Regius Professor ofPhysiology, from which position he retired
in 1970. Thus his career encompassed vast changes in the form and practice of physiology, and
interspersed among the personal reminiscences of that career are numerous comments on the nature
of, and need for, those changes.
FRANK R. FREEMON, Microbes and Minie balls: an annotated bibliography of Civil War
medicine, London and Toronto, Associated University Presses, Rutherford, Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press, 1993, pp. 253, illus., £33.50 (0-8386-3484-2).
Few conflicts have spawned so much medical historical writing as the American Civil War, yet
much of this literature remains unfamiliar to historians outside the United States. This bibliography
of primary and secondary literature is likely to give the subject a higher profile.
The title ofthe work refers to the twin foes facing soldiers and doctors in the armies of both North
and South. The American Civil War, like most wars before the twentieth century, was infamous for
the ravages of infectious disease. The new high velocity bullet-the Minie Ball (after its inventor,
the French army officer Claude ltienne Minid)-with its greater penetrating power, was also
responsible for many a shattered, and ultimately amputated, limb.
Among the many valuable primary sources listed in this bibliography are the diaries of soldiers,
surgeons, and female nurses; the reports of the army sanitary commission; and books and articles
relating to civil war medicine. Most of these have useful annotations, giving a synopsis of the work
and biographical details of the author. The reader of this volume is likely to be surprised by the
sheer amount and diversity of historical scholarship on Civil War medicine. In addition to standard
works on the medical history of Civil War campaigns, it contains many useful references to such
subjects as veterinary medicine, racial issues, women and medicine, and "malingering". Anyone
interested in the history ofmilitary medicine, or in mid-nineteenth-century medicine moregenerally,
is sure to be rewarded by reading Microbes and Minie balls, and we have reason to be grateful to its
author.
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BOOKS ALSO RECEIVED
(The inclusion ofa title does not preclude the possibility ofsubsequent review. Items received, other
than those assigned for review, are ultimately incorporated into the collection of the Wellcome
Institute for the History of Medicine.)
JOSEP BERNABEU MESTRE, GUILLERMO OLAGUE DE ROS, GLORIA PEIRO CABRERA,
Cataleg del fons cientific (segles XVI-XVIII) de la biblioteca "Fernando de Loaces", Oriola,
Collecci6 Ciencia 5, Valencia, Edicions Alfons el Magn'anim, IVEI, Institut de Cultura Juan
Gil-Albert, 1991, pp. 417, no price given (84-7822-041-0).
JOAQUfN CASTRO SOLER, ANTONIO E. TEN, VICENTE ZORRILLA PALAU,
Bibliographia astron6mica et geodaetica hispdnica, 1795-1905, vol. I, Cuadernos Valencianos de
Historia de la Medicina y de la Ciencia 34, Instituto de Estudios Documentales e Hist6ricos sobre la
Ciencia, Universidad de Valencia-C.S.I.C., 1990, pp. 243, no price given (84-370-0747-X).
H. L. HOUTZAGER, Wat er in de kraam te pas komt: opstellen over de geschiedenis van de
verloskunde in Nederland [Essays about the history ofmidwifery in the Netherlands], Rotterdam,
Erasmus Publishing, 1993, pp. 96, illus., Hfl. 35.00 (90-5235-051-5).
FRAN4OIS LEDERMANN (ed.), Schweizer Apotheker-Biographie: Festschrift zum 150jdhrigen
Bestehen des Schweizerischen Apothekervereins; Biographie des pharmaciens suisses; volume
commemoratif edite a l'occasion du 150e anniversaire de la Societe, Suisse de Pharmacie,
Veroffentlichungen der Schweizerischen Gesellschaft fur Geschichte der Pharmazie, Band 12,
Bern, Verlag Stampfli, 1993, pp. 440, illus., SwF 98.00 (3-7272-9244-X).
N. TAIT McPHEDRAN, Canadian medical schools: two centuries ofmedical history 1822 to 1992,
Montreal, Harvest House, 1993, pp. xii, 294, $35.00 (0-88772-252-0).
ALVAR MARTfNEZ VIDAL, El nuevo sol de la medicina en la ciudad de los reyes: Federico
Bottoni y la Evidencia de la circulaci6n de la sangre (Lima, 1723), Colecci6n Aragon y America,
Zaragoza, Libros Po6rtico, 1990, pp. 179, no price given (84-7956-001-0).
EUGENIO PORTELA MARCO, AMPARO SOLER SAIZ, Bibliographia chemica hispdnica,
1482-1950, vol. 2, Cuadernos Valencianos de Historia de laMedicina y de la Ciencia 31, Instituto de
Estudios Documentales e Hist6ricos sobre la Ciencia, Universidad de Valencia-C.S.I.C., 1987,
pp. xv, 554, no price given (84-6005082-3).
JOHN PARKER and BASIL HARLEY (eds), Martin Lister's English spiders, 1678, transl. Malcolm
Davies and Basil Harley, Great Horkesley, Essex, Harley Books, 1992, pp. xv, 234, illus., £49.95
(hardback 0-946589-27-5), £24.95 (paperback 0-946589-41-0).
FREDERIC G. REAMER (ed.), Aids and ethics, New York, Columbia University Press, 1991, pp.
xviii, 317, £19.00, $31.50 (hardback 0-231-07358-5), £11.95, $17.95 (paperback 0-231-07359-3).
EUGEN STROUHAL, Life in ancientEgypt, transl. Deryck Viney, photographs by Werner Forman,
Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp. 279, £24.95 (hardback 0-521-44093-9).
PAUL WEINDLING, Health, race and German politics between national unification and Nazism,
1870-1945, Cambridge History of Medicine, Cambridge University Press, 1989, paperback 1991,
pp. xi, 641, illus., £19.95 (paperback 0-521-42397-X). The hardback edition was reviewed in
Medical History, 1991, 35: 271-2.
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